CHAPTER 1

1:1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:

1:1  Peter opens by identifying himself as “Simon” Peter.  Although Peter is the name most Christians know him by, his original given name was “Simon.”  Jesus gave Simon the surname of “Cephas” (John 1:42 - Hebrew for a stone or rock).  The Greek version of the name Cephas was “Petra” or Peter.  This surname distinguished him from other “Simons” of which there were many.  He identifies himself as Christ’s servant and apostle.  A servant is one who is responsible to the beckoned call of his Master.  It is actually “slave” which also would denote ownership.  He then adds he is an apostle of Jesus Christ.  This means he has been given a task, sent on a sacred mission.  “Apostle” means “sent one or one sent on an assignment for a dignitary.”  He addresses the letter to those who have been given this precious (valuable) gift of eternal life by faith.  “Like precious” means of the same value.  He seems to be referring to the Gentiles as equal heirs and part of the same Salvation or faith.  The righteousness of God seems to be speaking of the graciousness of God in providing Salvation through Jesus’ sacrifice.  Out of His graciousness, God provided a means of righteousness for us all through faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  
2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,

Many Bible authors speak of desiring his disciples to be blessed with grace and peace.  The difference here is that Peter tells us how to have more peace and grace.   We gain more and more peace as we learn more about God and His righteousness.  “Grace” is multiplied as we understand more of the blessings of God and can recognize and implement them in our lives.  God gave us grace in Saving us, forgiving us, etc.  Everything good we have in life is by His “unmerited favor.”  We sometimes don’t realize what all God has blessed us with because of ignorance.  The more we learn about God the more we come to realize the undeserved blessings of serving Christ.  The more we understand the grace of God, that it is the offering of Jesus, and not our own works, which saves us then the more peace we have about our future and acceptance by God.
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:

He has given us everything we need to gain eternal life and to live godly.  He has justified us and regenerated us by His Spirit.  I am not just forgiven but I am transformed to live godly.  These blessings came through the knowledge we obtained when someone shared the gospel with us.  Faith came by hearing His offer and justification, and redemption came by responding to that faith.  He has called us to a glorious future and a virtuous (godly, moral, pure) life.  “Glory” seems to be our exalted state of eternal life in Heaven as children of God and joint heirs with Christ.  “Virtue” seems to mean God has given us all we need to live a godly, moral, pure life in this present world.  This is given to us by the Holy Spirit.  
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Through the knowledge of the gospel, God has given us many great promises.  Promises of Regeneration, Sanctification, the indwelling and infilling of the Holy Spirit.  He has given us the promise of the Spirit which transforms us and enables us to live as He has called us to live – holy, godly, virtuous, pure.  These are all the characteristics of God.  We, by the Holy Spirit, have been given the ability to possess the Divine nature or personality.  By this infusion of the Holy Spirit we have been enabled by God to live free from the slavery of the lusts within our flesh which is how the world is living (Eph. 2:3).

5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;

We are to earnestly seek (diligence) to add to our professed faith in Christ, a virtuous life, living clean and moral.  To the virtuous life add more knowledge so you can better understand God’s expectations and be able to share that faith with others.  

6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;

To knowledge add temperance or “self-control.”  Even though we have been given a new nature we must keep our bodies and their desires under control.  If we have knowledge but don’t take action to put our lives in line with that knowledge, then we are hearers of the word and not doers.  We must take action on the knowledge we gain.  We must adjust our conduct to reflect our knowledge of God’s will and nature.  We must add to our life patience.  We cannot survive if we give up when troubles and trials come our way.  We must wait on our deliverance.  If we lose patience, we may abandon our faith.  To that patience we are to add “godliness.”  Godliness goes beyond virtuous living.  Now he speaks of taking on the personality of our Heavenly Father.  Virtue is about not doing evil.  Godliness is about going above and beyond and doing good, forgiving as He forgives, loving as He loves, giving as He gives, etc.  Godliness is about living a life to please God, with a consciousness God is watching.   It is a devotion to God. 
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.

When we have the personality of God.  When we view others as He does and feel toward others as He does, then we need to act as He acts and reach out to our brothers and sisters in Christ with acts of kindness.  We need to have a warm familial affection toward the other members of God’s family.
Our love needs to even go beyond brotherly affection.  It must tap into the loving nature of our Heavenly Father.  We must be willing to sacrifice ourselves for the well being of others.  Agape love is self-sacrificing.  It is an “others first” heart and mentality.  It is interesting Peter writes about going beyond “Phileo love” (Brotherly love) and going on to “Agape love” which is self-sacrificing love.  
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.

If we live morally right, grow in our knowledge of Christ, if we bring our flesh under control to the will of God, if we remain patient, if we pursue the divine personality, if we love our fellow Christians, and if we are ruled by a self-sacrificing love and they are multiplying, then your knowledge of the gospel will not be “useless” (barren) nor unproductive (unfruitful).  You will have achieved what God called you to achieve. You will produce what God planted you to produce.   On the other hand, if you don’t have these attributes and are not pursuing these things then you are ignorant as to the purpose of your Salvation (blind).  You have no forward looking vision of God’s purpose for you.  You have forgotten the awful state from which you came.  Jesus Saved you, not for you to continue to live as you have lived, but that you can freely pursue the image of Christ.  We ought to be so repulsed by our former sins as to want to distance ourselves from that lifestyle altogether.  You are blind to the disgusting nature of your past and have no vision of where you are to be going.  You are to be focused on being like Christ.  (See 1 John 3:2-3)
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:

If you want to make sure you receive what you were called to receive and if you want to make sure you are one of the “elect” of God, you should be diligent in growing in the attributes previously mentioned.  The “elect” are not those who profess faith, but those who profess and keep it.  If you pursue these attributes, you will never fall way.  If you are lazy, and don’t grow in Christlikeness, you will not survive.  The implication is if you don’t pursue these things, you will fall by the wayside.  The words “never fall” are emphatic in the Greek.  Literally it says, “You shall never ever, at any time, fall.”  It is difficult for the proponents of “eternal security” to interpret these verses.  Some of them will say the lack of these actions show they were never saved but how can you fall if you were never standing?  It is interesting we must make our ELECTION sure.  Those who believe in unconditional election believe you are chosen, and nothing changes the fact you are chosen.  However, here, Peter tells them they must earnestly pursue spiritual growth in order to make sure they are one of those selected to eternal life.  They must grow in the Lord if they ever hope to obtain the blessings to which they were called.  The “elect” are those who put their faith in Christ and maintain it through trial.  If you have faith and surrender that faith, you are not one of the “elect ones.”  
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The idea of this verse is expressed well in the Living Translation of this verse, “And God will open wide the gates of heaven for you to enter into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”  
“Ministered” seems to be “Provided”

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth.

Even though you may already know these things I will not be negligent in fulfilling my responsibility to encourage you to follow these things.  Peter’s goal was their ultimate Salvation.  If the pursuit of these graces can assure their entrance into that everlasting kingdom, then he is going to keep admonishing them to make sure they are walking in this truth even though they are presently grounded in these truths.  He wanted to make sure these truths didn’t slip.    
13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;

“Meet” is “appropriate.”  Peter saw this as a responsibility he must fulfill as long as he was living.  He uses “tabernacle” to describe his human body just as Paul had done.  A tabernacle is a tent or TEMPORARY dwelling place.  He intended to arouse (same word is used in speaking of awaking Jesus when he was asleep on the ship in the middle of a storm – Lk. 8:24) them to continue this direction to protect their souls.  

14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.

Jesus had warned Peter that one day he would die in His service (John 21:18-19).  Peter describes death as simply moving out of this physical body or house.  Because Christ showed Peter he would one day be martyred, he realized he had a limited time to establish, teach, and encourage the people of God.  He wanted to do it so well that even after he was dead and gone, they would remember his words. 

16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.

17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.

We are not chasing wild fairy tales contrived by some storyteller when we tell you Christ has come.  We have seen His mighty power.  We saw the miracles and witnessed His death and resurrection (power).  This information is not secondhand.  We saw it ourselves.  We were there and followed Him, heard Him, and touched Him.  We beheld His majesty and glory when he was transformed in front of our eyes on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:2).   We heard Jehovah testify to His identity and we heard His confirmation of Jesus. (Matt. 17:5-6).  The Father acknowledged His glorious and honorable position as His Son.  We heard the Father’s voice in “majestic glory” (excellent) calling out and testifying “Jesus is My beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”
19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

Even greater than all Peter had told them was Jesus fulfillment of prophecy.  This is reliable, stable evidence of Jesus’ identity.  Peter was confident he could show anyone the plan of Salvation through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ from Old Testament prophecies.  “Don’t take my word for it.  Search the scriptures.  They speak about Jesus.”  We don’t see clearly now but we do have God’s word to guide us.  We must follow the truth of God’s word until we no longer see through a smoky glass.  This would appear to be what Peter is referencing when he speaks of the coming dawn of which the daystar’s appearance precedes.  In the early morning, the “morning star,” (Venus), many times becomes the only star remaining in the sky and it signals a new day is dawning.  Jesus’ coming announces the new day.  God’s word is to give us direction just like a lantern in a dark place.  We must follow God’s word in this dark world until the day of Christ’s return and the full revelation of God’s plan.  As Paul told the Corinthians, “We know in part and we see through a smoky glass but one day we will have full knowledge.”  One day we will walk in a full understanding when Christ returns.  It could also be argued we are to keep following the scriptures until we come to a complete revelation of Jesus Christ.  “Keep reading the scriptures until the light comes on in your head and you can say O, I get it now.”
20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Verse 20 can be confusing but seems to be clearer when you take it with the following verse and not separately.  We must keep this first in our thinking when we read the Word (“Knowing this first”).  Prophecy did not come to us from one’s personal understanding nor is any of it a person’s personal explanation.  It did not come when it pleased men for it to come.  It came to us when holy men of God spake as they were moved to speak by the Holy Ghost.  There may be those who prophesy today, and we have to determine whether they are speaking by the Holy Ghost, but the prophecies of the scriptures were all inspired, and we must read them as such.  The written word is our standard of truth by which we even judge divine utterances today.  We must look at the scriptures with no doubt as to their validity and its those scriptures which give us a clear revelation of Christ’s work on the cross.
CHAPTER 2

2:1 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

V. 1  Peter continues his thought from chapter one.  Even though we have scripture given to us by holy men of God who spoke as moved by the Holy Ghost, there were also false prophets among them when they gave us the Word from God.  It should then be of no surprise, there are people today who are false teachers.  They may not be claiming to have a word from the Lord but they are interpreting what God gave, falsely.  It is the same with the New Testament today.  Men of God gave us the New Testament as moved by the Holy Ghost and there are “false teachers” teaching a misinterpretation of God’s Word.  They don’t announce themselves as false teachers but they sneak in (privily) among God’s people just like wolves in sheep’s clothing.  They will bring in damnable (destructive as used in “broad is the way which leadeth to…” and damnation in other places) “heresies” (to separation or division).  It seems to be used as one who cuts a herd separating the ones it intends to steal or devour.  These heretics would bring in false teachings which some will believe and form divisions among the people of God.  These people are believing false teachings which will destroy their souls.  These teachers would even go so far as to deny the Lordship of Christ.  You cannot be a Christian and simply believe anything about Jesus.  You can’t believe He was simply a teacher.  You can’t believe he died and did not rise.  You cannot believe he was simply a man.  You cannot believe He is just your Saviour but not your Lord.  You cannot believe he didn’t come in the flesh.  All of these teachings have been promoted by some throughout history.  The fact it says “who bought them” seems to specifically refer to those who believe Jesus was a prophet, teacher, good man, etc but not the atoning sacrifice for sin.  This would seem to be the opinion of some Judaizers.  They either don’t believe in His sacrifice or that His sacrifice, which bought them, gives Him the right to rule them.  This would go along with the “unrestrained” lifestyle he condemns in the coming verses.  The result of their deception will be their own destruction which will soon come on them.  It will also happen quickly.  Paul refers to sudden destruction and the coming of the Lord will be quick.  It may seem delayed but when it comes, it will come suddenly.    

2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

These deceivers will be successful in drawing away many followers who will lead them to unrestrained immorality.  The result, because all Christians are lumped together, will be to bring reproach upon the true followers of Christ.  If people call themselves Christians and then live and treat people sinfully, then people will assume all Christianity is false.  For instance, those who blow up abortion clinics or drag homosexuals to death are seen as representing Christians when nothing could be further from the truth.  Paul said this happened with the Jews. Rom 2:23-24 states, “Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God?  For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written.”
This 2nd verse seems to imply the false teachers would deny any responsibility to follow the teachings of Christ.  They would deny His Lordship and therefore you could believe in Jesus but live however you please.  

3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

V. 3  These false teachers seem to be driven by greed.  They see their followers as a means to make money.  They will use their false teachings to draw away followers who can then provide for them.  Like the televangelist who opens the prayer requests of his followers, throw them away without reading them while pocketing their donations.  They were not looking to minister but to make money off their followers.  Verse 2 speaks of what lures people to follow them (believe and live as you want) while verse 3 tells us what lures the false teachers (economic gain).  It is like the pastor who builds a church without doctrine to gain popularity and money.  Because they abuse the gospel and lead people astray their damnation is sealed.  Their judgment is certain and is coming.  God is not slack about it bringing it to pass but is waiting for His plan to finish and the appointed time.  The judge hasn’t fallen asleep on the job.  This would seem to go along with what Peter says later about God not being slack but patient.  The question must have been asked, “Why are they getting by with this.”  People may have assumed if these men were false teachers then God would strike them down or judge them.  Peter’s response was their judgment was pronounced long ago and is sure.  It is not set up on a shelf and forgotten, nor has judgment fallen asleep.  These false teachers use made up words or doctrines to gain your allegiance so they can make money off of you.  You are no more than a means to make money.  Such people are condemned by God and have been condemned by the Word of God long ago.  He has sealed their fate with His word.  It may seem delayed, but it is not.  It may seem justice is sleeping but it is not.  God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world and that day will come when it is supposed to come.  God is being longsuffering with false teachers until the day of judgment comes.  
4 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

He gives two examples of God bringing certain judgment on these false teachers.  If He didn’t spare the angels which followed Lucifer but cast them out of Heaven and into Tartarus (the word used here for Hell) then He certainly will not spare these false teachers.  My personal belief is, there exists in this world around us, a spiritual place of darkness and sorrow.  The fact they are chained there lets me know they have no way to escape this dimension of sorrow.  I don’t believe it is necessarily referring to them being cast into Gehenna which is the place of fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  Gehenna (Hell) is the ultimate place of destruction they will end up in.  Demons, evil spirits, and fallen angels are all the same to me.  They were “good” spirits now they are “evil,” they were “clean” and now they are “unclean” by their choice to follow sin and rebellion.  They now dwell in a dimension of darkness where they are able to interact with the physical dimension where man lives.  The angels exist in a spiritual dimension of light and are able from that dimension to interact with man.  Some fictitious narratives imply Satan is in Gehenna ruling from a throne and coming to the Earth to deceive man.  But how can he move freely to Earth from Hell?  Can He leave the place of torment?  That seems unreasonable.

Eph 6:12  “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”  Satan and the fallen angels are reserved in this place of darkness waiting for their final judgment.  

5 And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;

The second example is how he judged the world with the flood.  He didn’t spare the ungodly old world and he will not spare the ungodly of our day.  God destroyed the masses and saved the few.  In fact, Noah was one of only eight to survive.  This is a warning not to think numbers matter to God.  The righteous will be saved and only the righteous no matter how few or how many they may be.  Noah, the proclaimer of true righteousness and truth was Saved while the ungodly were destroyed.  It may be assumed that Noah tried to warn the people but they would not listen.  They point is God knew the righteous and Saved them while condemning the unrighteous.

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;

7 And delivered just Lot, vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:

8(For that righteous man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)

The next example is Sodom & Gomorrah.  The scripture literally says, “God determined them to be guilty and sentenced (condemned as in “condemned to death”) them to catastrophic destruction (Greek is where the English word catastrophe comes from).  He condemned them and executed His justice by turning their cities into ashes.  God destroyed them and Saved the only righteous man in the city which was Lot.  God again made a distinction and gave Sodom and Gomorrah as a warning to those who would ignore His laws and live sinfully.  He saved Lot even though Lot had to vex (torment) his soul by living among sinful people for a while.  The two words translated “vex” or “vexed” are two different words.  The first word means Lot was burdened down by their behavior.  The second word means he was tortured by their behavior.  He was burdened and tormented by the sinful behaviors of those around him every day.  The word “filthy” is the same as “pernicious” and implies their unrestrained, lust filled lives. The implication is that we have been called on by God to put up with the sinful world around us for a while just as Lot had to because God is patiently trying to get the world to repent.  
9 The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished:

The point of these historical accounts is to show the people God knows how to deliver those who trust in Him (Angels, Noah’s family, Lot’s family) and to judge those who sin (Satan & his followers, Noah’s world, Sodom & Gomorrah).  Today God will bring those who hold their faith, to safety.  At the same time, He will judge those who are not right.  God will separate the wheat from the tares.  God knows the difference between the two.  He will save one and judge the other.  The sinners are not getting by with their sins.  They are “reserved” just as the demons, for the Day of Judgment.”  
10 But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.

Specifically (chiefly) God will judge those who live after the desires of the flesh and long for and pursue unrighteous behavior.  “Uncleanness” refers to impurity of life.  It is used the same way we would use “dirty” or “filthy.”  He will judge those false teachers who fight against the authorities in the church which God has ordained.  The Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, etc were ordained of God and these false teachers turn on them to draw away disciples to themselves.  Peter points out the audacity (Presumptuous) of these men who would seize authority not given to them. They are self-serving (self-willed).  They are not afraid to speak rebelliously of the authorities God has ordained.  There talk is treasonous, and it will be punished.  

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not railing accusation against them before the Lord.

Angels are greater in power (dunamis) and might (ability) than man and yet they don’t speak abusively about mankind in all its sinfulness or even against Satan and all his sinfulness.  They simply state the facts and rebuke Satan when necessary.  The reference seems to coincide with Jude’s comment about an incident between Satan and the angels regarding the body of Moses.  We really know very little about this incident except that Michael the archangel rebuked Satan (See Jude 9).  The point is Michael didn’t indulge himself in a war of words or speak abusively of his character.  Have you ever heard the expression “I wouldn’t treat a dog like that?”  This seems to be Peter’s mindset.  These men speak about the authorities in the church in a way the angels wouldn’t even address Satan (See also Zech. 3:1-2).  This is similar to our modern term, “I wouldn’t treat a dog like that.”  These men speak evil of church leaders in a manner the angels wouldn’t even speak of Satan.  
12 But these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil of the things that they understand not; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption;

They are like spiritless, animals completely guided by their fleshly desires.  Because they operate completely by fleshly urges, they behave irrationally (Brute).  Just like a wild animal, which goes on a rampage devouring the helpless, must be destroyed, these wild sinners are set for their own day of slaughter.  They speak evil about the truth of God’s Word which they profess they know about, but in reality, they are ignorant.  They will be destroyed in their own time of destruction.  (Destroyed, utterly perish, and corruption all come from the same Greek word).  “Just as a rabid animal must be destroyed, these must be destroyed in their own day of destruction.”  
13 And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you;

V. 13  They are going to receive the appropriate payment (reward) for their unrighteous acts.  God will hold them accountable just the same as those who have no religious inclinations and who spend their time (not just the night time but the daytime) following sin and lusts.  People usually restrain themselves and wait until the nighttime to get drunk and revel.  If someone drinks and revels in the daytime, they are considered completely overcome of their impulses.  These false teachers are imperfections (stains and blemishes) among God’s people and they shall be exposed.  They live lustful lives and then come among you and deceive people into believing they are part of the people of God and teachers of the truth.  They deceive people into believing you can live lustfully and still be a Christian.  The idea seems to be, they live carousing, drinking, types of lives and yet they proclaim themselves to be Christians and teachers, associating with and portraying themselves as God’s people.  They live luxuriously (sporting themselves) with the money they take from church people.  The feasting seems to imply the early church practiced “Church Dinners” where communion was also celebrated following the meal as Jesus did with His disciples on the night He was betrayed.  Such men are stains and imperfections in an otherwise beautiful garment.  
14 Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children:

These men are fully given over to lustful thoughts.  They have eyes completely set on sexual misconduct.  They have given themselves over to lasciviousness.  This is central to their thinking as is implied by the word “full.”  They cease not to sin (“cannot cease” literally means “not ceasing”) because they live by their lusts and are not led by the Spirit.  In this state they lure (beguile) those who are unstable.  They convince them this is an acceptable way to live.  They cannot fool the grounded Christian who is pursuing Christ-likeness.  These men are skilled (exercised is practiced at something until they are skilled) at finding ways to extort money.  To sum it up they are men who live sinful, lust filled lives and use deception to get the people of God to support them in their lifestyle.  They make themselves out to be teachers and then receive offerings from the people in order to support their lascivious lifestyle.  While they are doing this, they convince the unstable to follow their life of lasciviousness.  Peter uses “cursed children” the same as Paul used the expression “Children of wrath” in Eph. 2.  They are heirs of wrath.  They are children of the devil.  They live as the devil and they shall receive the curse pronounced on the devil.  
15 Which have forsaken the right way, and are gone astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

They have left the right way just as Balaam left the right way.  Balaam was a prophet in the Book of Numbers which seemed to be a man of integrity in the beginning but somewhere along the line he took the bribe of the king of Moab and introduced sin among the Israelites and brought about the destruction of thousands of Israelites which fell into his trap.  These false teachers are the same.  They may have started out correctly, but their greed led them down the wrong road and they have sold out the truth for gain.  They are now leading many down the path of sin and destruction.  (See Num. 31:16; 25:1-9)  “Wages” is the same Greek word as “Reward” in verse 13.  
16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb ass speaking with man's voice forbad the madness of the prophet.

God warned Balaam he was heading down the wrong path.  He even allowed a donkey the ability to speak and rebuke the insane actions of Balaam.  It seems that even though Balaam had not sinned at this time, he failed to heed the repeated warnings and the inspiration of the Spirit to not interfere with God’s people.  Because he failed to heed the warnings of God and followed his greed, he brought destruction upon himself.

17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever.

These deceivers look like they have the source of life and truth but they like wells in which there is no water.  They are like clouds which promise rain but are soon blown away and those who hoped they would provide relief find only disappointment.  They are like the clouds blown along by the storm which soon disappear.  These deceivers will be cast out into intense darkness (See Matt. 8:12).  It is reserved or prepared for them as heirs of Satan (See 2:4).  They followed his lead and now they inherit his future.  “Mist” is blackness of darkness.    

18 For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them who live in error.

These deceivers speak well and they are proficient in arguing their point but their words are empty lies (Great swelling is same as Jude 16).  They entice souls by offering them the opportunity to live unrestrained lives (wantonness is lasciviousness) of sensuality and lusts.  Many idolatrous religions promised the followers the freedom to follow sensuous lusts.  These deceivers taught a Christianity which allowed drunken parties and lustful lives.  He finishes the verse by identifying the “unstable souls” from the previous verses.  These are people who have just barely escaped the life of error which the sinner follows.  In this newly converted condition these deceivers find prey.  They offer them a soothing of the conscience while telling them they do not have to restrain their lusts.  The word “allure” is the same word as “beguile” in verse 14.  
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are the servants of corruption: for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.

They speak about the liberty to live as you please (fleshly lusts) and yet they are enslaved to their own passions.  They offer them freedom from the command to live temperate or self controlled lives.  Instead, they are controlled by their own lusts.  This seems to coincide with Jude’s warning against those who turn the “grace of God into lasciviousness.”  You are under grace therefore you can live after the flesh.  Paul confronted this attitude in Romans 6:15-18.   The question is, “Will we be ruled by the Spirit of God or by the lusts of the flesh?”  Those who live in sin are living enslaved to the lusts of their own flesh.  It controls their lives and actions.  The temperate controls the flesh and chooses to be led by God’s Spirit and His desires.  You will either control the flesh by the Spirit or the flesh will control you.  They may promise liberty, but they are enslaved and are only offering a life of enslavement to lust and sin.  If lusts control your actions, then you are a slave to lusts.  
20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.

21 For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.

If after a person escapes the life of sin through the knowledge of Christ through the Gospel, and they choose to return to that life, then they are in worse shape than before.  

Reason #1 – They become sinners with knowledge instead of ignorance and there is now more condemnation.  This is the reason Peter alludes to in verse 21. It would seem the condemnation is greater on one who has seen the light and rejected it than on one who has never seen the light.  
Reason # 2 - You are back to being trapped and ruled by your lusts.  Now you are entrapped and see no need to be delivered.  This is a much worse state than being trapped but acknowledging your need to be delivered.

Reason #3 – They become less sensitive to the sinfulness of their actions.  

Peter has not been referring to renouncing Christ but to abandoning the lifestyle of Christianity.  He has been referring to those who follow false teachers who lead them to believe they can live unrestrained lives and still be a Christian.  However, Peter sees this choice as a decision to abandon Christianity.  The result is the same.  If you abandon Christianity and deny Christ, you are lost.  If you abandon Christianity but acknowledge Christ, you are still lost.  
22 But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

This comes from Proverbs 26:11.  It is a well-known and disgusting fact, a dog who is sick will vomit just like all other animals.  However, a dog will turn around and eat its vomit.  They will return and devour what made them sick to begin with.  Why would one return to sin after being delivered?  Don’t they have enough sense to stay away from that which has caused them so much grief and which entrapped them?  They have “forgotten” the horrible situation of sin and have returned to it again just as a dog returns to its vomit.  

Secondly, it is like an old pig.  No matter how you clean it up, it will still go back to wallowing in the mud.  Those who return to the life of sin are showing their true colors.  They are showing their true nature.  They don’t have the true, persevering faith of God’s elect.  They are therefore not an elect one.  They were forgiven but they chose the life of sin again over the life of righteousness.  They are choosing the dirt over the cleanliness.  This is frustrating to the one who cleaned them.    
A person who is Saved is a person who puts their faith in Christ.  Temptations come as a trial of one’s faith, a test to see whether our faith is genuine.  Were these persons who return ever Saved?  I believe they were for Peter refers to them as having escaped the life of lust.  However, they were not of the elect for they abandoned the life of following Christ to return to the life of sin.  If they were of the elect, they would not have left us.  
CHAPTER 3

3:1 This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:

Peter acknowledges he had written one previous letter.  We call that letter First Peter.  He tells them he has written this time to refresh their memories (stir up) concerning those things which they have already been taught, facts and warnings which came from both the Old Testament prophets and the apostles sent by Jesus Christ.  Their “pure” minds seems to refer to how their minds had been renewed and purified by the knowledge of the gospel and teachings of Christ.  The teachings of Christ had led them to focus on a life of purity.  Paul wants to remind them of that call to a mindset of purity.  
2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:

The apostles taught by using both the writing of the O.T. and the teachings which they had learned from Jesus Christ Himself.  Thus “all scripture is given…and is profitable” and “holy men of God spake…”  He is telling them to keep the words of the prophets and apostles in mind so they can avoid the dangers they warned would come.  This indicates the apostles did realize their responsibility to lay the foundation of Christian teaching along with pointing out the fulfillment of prophecy as recorded in the Old Testament.  “Prophets” probably refers to the OT prophets as mentioned in 2:1.  Remember what the prophets and apostles of Christ taught you regarding purity.  
3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,
4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.

In Jude’s parallel of this passage, he says that “mockers” were prophesied by the apostles.  These were men who were not living holy and temperate lives but who were living after the lusts of the flesh and mocked those who lived temperate and holy lives because of a faith in Christ.  To those who live after the flesh, the Christian life of sacrifice, based upon Christ’s coming kingdom, is foolishness.  
The fleshly, self-serving scoffers, focused on their ridicule on the 2nd coming of Christ.  They scoffed at the idea Christ would ever return.  They believed Christ was dead and gone and thus he would not return.  “Where is He?”  The fathers probably speak of the apostles themselves and their deaths.  They were dying and Jesus still had not returned.  Everything is the same as it has always been.  There is no dreaded apocalypse.  The seasons are the same.  Men live, marry, die, etc.  To them “delay” meant He would not return.
5 For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:

They are willingly ignorant (Translated by Barnes as they have shut their eyes) of the fact God spoke everything into existence by His Word.  The Heavens (stars, moon, and the atmosphere around us) were created by His word.  The dry land appeared from the sea by His word and stands in the midst of the seas.  These are both clearly referencing the creation and it is emphasizing the creative power of His Word.  Once God speaks, “His word will not return unto ‘Him’ void” (Isa. 55:11).  

6 Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:

Just as He created the world by His word, He also destroyed the world with His word during the time of Noah.  He didn’t have to work to accomplish that feat.  He simply spoke and it was destroyed.  The fact He mentions the world that “then was” is setting the stage for his coming discourse of the New Heaven and New Earth.  The world was changed forever by the flood.  It started afresh with only Noah and His family.  It will start afresh again when God destroys the ungodly and preserves only the righteous seed of Christ.
7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.

The same word which spoke the world into existence, and that spoke its destruction by the flood, has already set aside our world for a fiery end.  This is sure because God spoke this into being and His word will not return void.  There is coming a time when our world will be destroyed just as Noah’s was destroyed.  This time it will be with fire and not with water.  It will be the time when God brings judgment and brings ruin upon the ungodly just as He did in the days of Noah.   The end and judgment is inevitable.  It has already been spoken by God.  It will happen!

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

Peter wants these people to understand the certainty of what they believe and therefore reminds them God is eternal and time is insignificant.  What seem like a long time and delay to us, means nothing to an eternal God.  This is a reference to Ps 90:4: "For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night."
Time means very little to God.  He is eternal and therefore time is irrelevant.  The point Peter is making is that what seems like a long time to us does not seem that way to God.  The scoffers claimed His promise would not be fulfilled and their proof was how much time had passed.  However, Peter says, “Time is irrelevant to an eternal God.”    
9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Some may have interpreted this delay in light of human behavior.  For instance, if a man promised something and it took longer than expected you my suspect he lied, was slack about getting around to fulfilling His word, or he promised something he could not fulfill.  However, God is not that way.  He never lies, He has all power, and if there seems to be a delay, there is always a reason.  In this case, Peter says the reason is simple.  God is longsuffering.  He is patient, bearing with those who are sinners to give them every opportunity to be Saved.  He does not desire them to perish in their sins.  He wants all to turn from their sins and unto Him as Saviour and Lord.  Notice that God’s perfect will is not done.  He would like all people to be Saved but He left that in man’s hands.  You can see this in the fact He says, “come to repentance.”  He doesn’t say He wants all to be Saved but all to repent.  There is no Salvation without repentance.  Why doesn’t everyone get Saved?  Because everyone will not agree to repent!  God is patient.  He doesn’t want any to perish and therefore He gives them time to repent.  These scoffers mistake His patience and mercy for slackness.  

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

The “Day of the Lord” seems to come in three phases:  A) Rapture of the Saints (B) The Second Coming to rule on this earth.  C)  The Final Judgment after the millennial reign.  The day of the Lord will begin with Christ’s initial return.  His return will be sudden, and it will begin the final countdown toward the destruction of this universe.   Because all three of these events are tied together as one “Day of the Lord,” this is why the rapture is mentioned alongside the destruction of the universe.  They are all part of one “dispensation” or one phase of God’s plan.  In fact, the “Last Days” encompass the coming of Christ the first time until the end of the world.  This is why Jesus mentions all 3 in Matthew 24 and why Peter mentions the end of the world alongside the initial pouring out of the Holy Spirit.  The day of the Lord will be unleashed on the world without a warning call.  It will come as a thief in the night.  A thief does not call to announce his plans, but he comes when you’re not looking for him.  The “day of the Lord” will come the same way.  The implication is we must always be ready.    Jesus emphasized this point to Peter and the other apostles in His discourse about His return (Matt. 24).  After laying out the signs of His return, He tells them to watch.  Matt 24:43-44 says, “But know this, that if the goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house to be broken up.  Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”
Once Christ returns, the clock will tick down to the utter destruction of this world.  The physical world will be destroyed as well as the 1st and 2nd heavens (atmosphere & space).  The elements (the fundamental building blocks of the physical universe) shall dissolve in a fiery explosion (Great Noise – The Real Big Bang).  Every physical thing in this world shall melt or dissolve under this intense heat.  John (Revelations 20-21) describes the heavens rolling up like a scroll and the old earth and heaven passing away (Rev 21:1).  
11 Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,

Peter then points out a logical and wise conclusion.  Since this physical world is coming to an end, what should be the focus of our lives?  Should we live for this world?  Or does it make sense to live for the world to come?  Should we live after the lusts of the flesh or should we live a pure and consecrated life?  The natural conclusion is that we should live focused, pure, and consecrated lives.
12 Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

13 Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

If we live for the world to come, we look forward to it, focus our attention on it, and long for His return.  John ended the Revelation with “Come Lord Jesus.”  We as Christians should be longing for the appearance of Christ and His kingdom.  Just like a child waiting for Christmas or a family waiting for a wonderful vacation trip, our anticipation ought to be running high.  We are motivated by two factors.  Because we believe and anticipate the terrible day of the Lord’s judgment we live to avoid it.  At the same time, it’s not so much looking forward to the destruction of the world but we know that just as He has promised to destroy this world and judge men for their sins, He has also promised a new heaven and a new earth and to reward the righteous.  Paul said, “For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.” (2 Cor 5:4).  In this New Heaven and Earth there is no sin or sinner but only the righteous and righteousness.  There will no longer be the need to fear sin or sinners for both have passed away.  “As therefore the tares are gathered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world.  The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.  Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” (Matt 13:40-43 KJV)

14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.

V. 14    Since this is our heart’s desire and goal then we should strive (be diligent) to live as He has commanded (without spot).  We want Him to be pleased with our behavior.  We should strive to put away anything which is displeasing to Him.  We should strive to live above reproach (blameless) before the world.  We should strive to live at peace with our fellow man.  When He returns we want Him to find us living in such a way.

15 And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;

V. 15  The fact Jesus has not returned should be viewed, not as slackness, but as evidence of God’s desire to Save.  We must be about His business.  Peter then makes reference to the ministry of Paul.  This is to show the Gentiles his approval of Paul as an apostle.  There were many Jews who tried to downplay Paul’s apostleship but Peter recognized it.  Not only did he acknowledge Paul but he told these people who had been won by Paul, “I’m not telling you anything Paul has not already told you.”  He then recognizes Paul’s gift from the Lord.  Peter was an evangelist but he was not the teacher Paul was gifted to be.  Paul had been gifted by God to expound the Word.  This is seen by the fact God called Paul to write 1/3 of the New Testament and Peter to write only two small books.  It wasn’t a matter of importance.  It was a matter of giftedness.  When Peter read what Paul had written (no doubt he had) he was amazed at the wisdom God had given him and the revelation he had received from Christ.  He told these people, “Paul has already written these things unto you and I am just confirming my agreement of what he has said.”
16 As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.

V. 16 In all his letters Paul has spoken of these things and in fact he has gone into such detail they can be difficult to understand.  Because they can be difficult to understand, those with no revelation from God or that are not established in the truth try to convince you they mean something else.  Maybe it is their desire to be teachers and respected by the church, they try to speak of things they really have no knowledge of and they distort it.  On the other hand, there are some who intentionally try to pervert their meaning to fit their interpretation.  It shouldn’t surprise anyone.  They do that with all scripture.  By calling Paul’s writings scriptures, Peter elevates them to the same position as the writings of the Prophets.  God, Peter says, specifically inspired Paul to lay down the foundations of Christian teaching with Jesus Christ as the cornerstone or centerpiece.  In the Old Testament, “Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” and Peter points out there were false prophets who came behind them to distort the message.  Here Peter gives an example of the false teachers trying to distort the same inspired words given unto Paul.  Again, Peter confirms the appointed judgment which will come upon those who have perverted the Gospel message (“to their own destruction”).

17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

V. 17  Now that you have been forewarned, be careful not to let these false teachers lead you astray by convincing you to follow their errors.  Don’t let them destabilize you.  You have been taught the right ways.  Steadfastly stick to what you have been taught.  Peter is confirming what to use as our standard of truth.  Use the OT and the scriptures given by the apostles including Paul.  Measure everything else which is taught by whether they agree with these writings.  

18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

V. 18  Peter concludes by telling them to grow in grace.  This is probably a reference to the Judaizers who were trying to convince them to return to the works of the law.  He then tells them to grow in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ is the means of our Salvation.  We receive the grace of God through Christ.  We are “complete in Him.”  We also want to grow in our knowledge of Him because He is our goal.  We want to know Him more so we can know how we ought to be.  In all things we give Jesus the glory now and we will give Him the glory forever.  Without Him we all are lost!  Let it be so!!
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