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\“Deception”


Main Point
The church must diligently contend for the faith, guarding against false teachers and false doctrine in the last days.

Introduction
In his second epistle, Peter closed the first chapter emphasizing the certainty of God’s Word – “We have also a more sure word of prophecy” (v. 19).  He then warned against false teachers and deception in the last days – “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you” (2:1).  In today’s lesson, we will consider Peter’s warning and look at the nature of deception.
Key Verse
“And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of” (2 Pe. 2:2).
Lesson Summary
False prophets have always been a threat to the unity and vision of the church.  When the Holy Ghost was inspiring “holy men of God” to declare the Word of the Lord, false prophets were also speaking and bringing confusion to the people of God and leading souls astray (e.g. Jer. 28:1-17).  Likewise, as we seek to declare the truth and fulfill the mission of the church, we will be faced with false teachers and false doctrines in these last days (Mt. 24:4-5, 11-14).  False teachers are deceptive, working secretly (“privily”) – whether knowingly or unknowingly – to undermine the truth.  They do not hold up banners declaring themselves to be false, but present themselves as “angels of light” and “ministers of righteousness (2 Co. 11:13-15).  They cunningly “bring in damnable heresies” without reproof.  Such deceivers disguise their agenda and steadily gain momentum over time until they have enough influence within the church to change the doctrine of Christ.  However, Jesus Christ, the person, cannot be separated from his doctrine.  Corrupting his doctrine distorts him.  To reject his teachings is ultimately to reject and deny him.  As Peter explained, the end result to all of this is destruction (2 Pe. 2:1).  By teaching false doctrine, the deceivers bring God’s judgment on their own heads.  Moreover, they lead others into the same judgment, for “many shall follow their pernicious ways” (v. 2).  We should note in verse one that “damnable” and “destruction” come from the same Greek word, “apoleia.”  This stresses the point that right doctrine (i.e. the truth) is crucial to the salvation of souls; whereas “damnable heresies” ultimately produce the destruction of souls.  Therefore, the church with its dedicated ministers must contend for the faith, teaching the truth consistently and diligently (1 Ti. 4:16; 2 Ti. 4:2; Jude 3).  Likewise, we must all be discerning hearers.  An important aspect of discerning the truth is “considering the end of their conversation” (He. 13:7; Pr. 14:12; 16:25).  Clearly, we need to know the lifestyle of those who preach and teach among us (Mt. 7:15-20).  The right message will produce righteousness and holiness in the messenger, whereas false teachers and deceivers leave a trail of destruction behind them.  They are a reproach to the truth.  Because of them, people speak against the truth (2 Pe. 2:2).  Think about it.  When a well-known preacher is involved in a scandal, it gives preachers, in general, a bad reputation; and when a church leader fails the Lord, it clouds trust in leadership.  Peter further specified the evil motivation behind many false teachers – “Any through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you” (v. 3).  In other words, the false teachers craft their message in order to get money; they manipulate people and market the gospel for personal gain.  The apostle Paul taught that such greed (i.e. covetousness, “the love of money”) leads to destruction (1 Ti. 6:5-11; 2 Pe. 2:15-16; Jude 11).  Sometimes, people do wrong and seem to get by with it.  But Peter asserted that their judgment is certain and imminent.  He declared God’s judgment against false teachers and deceivers by citing examples of God’s judgment against sin and rebellion: 1) the fallen angels, 2) Noah and the great flood, and 3) Sodom and Gomorrah.  Just as God judged sin and rebellion in the past, he will continue to judge those who rebel against Christ and his doctrine.
Scripture Study
False teachers and false doctrine – 2 Pe. 2:1; Jer. 28:1-17; Mt. 24:4-5, 11-14; 2 Co. 11:13-15
Dealing with deception – 2 Pe. 2:2; 1 Ti. 4:16; 2 Ti. 4:2; Jude 3; He. 13:7; Pr. 14:12; 16:25; Mt. 7:15-20
Motivated by greed – 2 Pe. 2:3, 15-16; 1 Ti. 6:5-11; Jude 11
Conclusion
What do we learn from Peter’s warning?  Readily accepting any message without first critiquing its content is unwise (Mk. 13:5).  We should remain on guard against deceivers and be a discerning hearer.  To avoid deception and its destruction, we must know the truth for ourselves by the Word and Spirit (2 Ti. 2:15; Jn. 16:13).
