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\“Follow the Truth”


Main Point
We, as members of God’s church, must continue to follow the truth to the finish in order to be saved.

Introduction
We are living in a day of great deception.  In fact, deception in the last days will be so alluring that many professing Christians will be turned away from the truth to follow error and corruption.  Like the apostle Paul, Peter wrote to the saints warning them of this falling away (2 Pe. 2:21; 2 Ti. 4:3-4).  In today’s lesson, we will expose those who “have forsaken the right way” (2 Pe. 2:15).

Key Verse
“For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them” (2 Pe. 2:21).

Lesson Summary
In John 4:7-14, Jesus spoke of his living water – the life of his Spirit – indwelling those who come to him and drink.  But Peter described the last days’ deceivers as “wells without water” (2 Pe. 2:17).  They are dry wells offering false hope to thirsty souls.  They are clouds which produce no rain (Jude 12).  They blow boisterously across the sky but cannot refresh us.  Likewise, deceivers have an impressive appearance.  Their words sound weighty and powerful, but they lack real, spiritual substance (2 Pe. 2:18).  Paul also wrote about the “enticing words of man’s wisdom” which appeal to the natural man but lack the power of God (1 Co. 2:4-5, 13-14).  In verse 18, Peter used the language of temptation to describe their deceptive approach.  Their words “allure” their listeners by appealing to the lusts and sensual desires (wantonness) of the flesh (cf. “enticed,” Ja. 1:14).  Like any predator, deceivers devour those who are naïve and weak, spiritually speaking.  Their message sounds good to those who are unstable, unsettled, and immature in the faith (2 Pe. 2:18; 1 Co. 3:1-3).  For this reason, the church must emphasize the doctrine of sanctification – the crucifixion of the old sin nature – along with consecration and being set apart to God (Ga. 2:20; 5:24).  New converts must quickly be rooted and grounded in the faith (Col. 1:23; 2:7).  Although deceivers promise spiritual liberty, even salvation from sin, they admittedly continue in sin (Jude 4).  What corruption and confusion!  Regardless of a man’s profession of faith, if he walks in sin fulfilling the works of the flesh, then he is yet a sinner – he is in bondage to sin (2 Pe. 2:19; Ga. 2:18; Ro. 6:15-16).  Thus, deceivers may declare a promising message and even gain a significant following, but they cannot lead converts into the truths and depths of God’s Word and Spirit.  What then is the danger in following corrupt teachers?  Peter’s warning is unmistakable: a falling away.  In verses 20-22, he clearly defined backsliding or turning back.  In verse 20, note the following phrases: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions;” and “they are again entangled therein, and overcome.”  Peter indicated someone returning to the same spiritual bondage from which he was once liberated.  How is this possible?  In our faith, we either move forward in Christ or we turn back, whether we realize it or not (see Ex. 14:10-15; Nu. 13:30-14:4; He. 3:12-19).  In verse 21, he made the distinction between those who have known and turned from the truth as opposed to those who have never known the right way.  Those who have never followed Jesus are lost, but Peter placed a heavier burden of guilt and condemnation on those who have known but turned from the truth (cf. He. 10:29).  Indeed, how do we bring to repentance someone who has rejected the truth in order to follow a damnable heresy, even though he may claim salvation?  In verse 22, Peter described two filthy images in order to strengthen his warning against those who turn back to sin: the dog licking up his vomit, and the washed pig returning to the mud hole.

Scripture Study
An alluring message – 2 Pe. 2:17-19; 1 Co. 2:4-5, 13-14; 3:1-3; Ja. 1:14
A falling away – 2 Pe. 2:20-22; Ex. 14:10-15; Nu. 13:30-14:4; He. 3:12-19; 10:29

Conclusion
In the last days, deceivers will preach and teach doctrine contrary to the Word of God, drawing away converts from the truth and the source of their freedom and salvation in Jesus Christ (2 Th. 2:13; Jn. 8:31-32).  We must therefore take heed, for Satan will present himself as an angel of light and his false teachers as prophets of light (2 Co. 11:13-15).  Although deception and deceivers will continue to persist, God’s church will persevere in the truth to the finish, and his faithful will experience final salvation at Christ’s coming (Mt. 24:11-13; 1 Th. 5:8-9).

