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\“God’s Judgement”


Main Point
False teachers may seem to succeed in their deceptive ways, but they are already reserved for God’s judgment and punishment, except they repent.
Introduction
An alluring side to deception is the way false teachers often seem to prosper as they propagate their doctrines.  Rather than sacrificing for the gospel, they often become wealthy and affluent by it.  So there is an aura of apparent blessing that hangs over them, suggesting that those who follow their ways will also prosper (2 Pe. 2:2).  But the apostle Peter declared God’s coming judgment against false teachers and against those who follow them (v. 3).
Key Verse
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished” (2 Pe. 2:9).
Lesson Summary
Peter gave three examples of God’s judgment against sin and rebellion in order to establish God’s certain judgment against false teachers and those who follow them, namely: 1) the fallen angels, 2) Noah and the great flood, and 3) Sodom and Gomorrah.  First, God did not spare the angels who rebelled against him, but rather reserved them for his coming judgment (Re. 12:7-9; 2 Pe. 2:4; Mt. 25:41; Re. 20:10).  Clearly, angels were created with the freedom of choice.  But some of them came under the influence of Satan’s rebellion; and thus sinning against God, they were “cast down to hell” and “delivered into chains of darkness” (2 Pe. 2:4).  They are thus bound for God’s judgment which cannot be reversed.  Second, God did not spare the “old world” for it was “the world of the ungodly” (v. 5).  What was the extent of their ungodliness?  Genesis 6:5 says, “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”  Humanity’s wickedness was so extreme that people were completely and continually caught up in evil thinking and practices.  So God could no longer spare the human race.  Genesis 6:7 reads, “And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.”  When man’s wickedness escalated to the point that God could no longer tolerate it, he destroyed man.  “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Ge. 6:8).  God determined to start over with a remnant of eight people: Noah, his wife, and his three sons with their wives.  When God judged the wickedness of Noah’s day with the great flood, everyone perished except the righteous.  It’s hard to imagine a world where only eight people were judged as righteous by God.  Nevertheless, Jesus used the example of Noah and the great flood when speaking of his coming again (Mt. 24:37-39; Lu. 17:26-27).  Finally, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah serve as an example of God’s judgment against sin and rebellion.  In Noah’s day, judgment was by water, but God promised to never again destroy the world by flood, placing the token of the rainbow in the sky (Ge. 9:8-17).  However, the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire warns of the coming judgment against the ungodliness of this world (2 Pe. 2:6; 3:6-7).  Not even ten people were found righteous in Sodom; only Lot and his two daughters escaped God’s judgment in the end (Ge. 18:16-33; 19:12-17, 26).  Like Noah, Lot was a “just” and “righteous” man living among a wicked, lawless people.  Their “filthy” ways made living in Sodom unbearable (2 Pe. 2:7-8).  When Peter wrote of God’s judgment against the “ungodly” and their “unlawful deeds,” he was citing examples before the law under Moses and referring to an inherent law in mankind (see Romans 2:11-15).  In other words, all people know that certain things are wrong (e.g. stealing and murder) because man is born with a moral conscience, although he may override it.  Clearly, God judged the people because they seared their consciences and hardened their hearts, and thus were no longer able to discern the difference between right and wrong (1 Ti. 4:1-2; He. 3:12-13; Ro. 1:28).
Scripture Study
Fallen angels – 2 Pe. 2:4; Re. 12:7-9; Mt. 25:41; Re. 20:10
The flood – 2 Pe. 2:5; Ge. 6:5-8; 9:8-17; Mt. 24:37-39; Lu. 17:26-27
Sodom and Gomorrah – 2 Pe. 2:6-8; 3:6-7; Ge. 18:16-33; 19:12-17, 26
Conclusion
In the face of God’s coming judgment, we have a strong consolation in Christ.  The Lord knows how to keep the righteous from coming under his judgment.  He gives us the grace to overcome the world’s temptations and deceptions.  We need not fear.  The Lord wants us to understand that he will deliver us and bring us through to victory, even as he reserves the unjust for judgment and punishment (2 Pe. 2:9).
