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\“Spots and Blemishes”


Main Point
God’s church is required to discipline members who rebel against its doctrine and government.
Introduction
Presently, the church is imperfect having “spots” and “blemishes” (2 Pe. 2:13; Ep. 5:27; 3 Jn. 9-10; Jude 12).  Sometimes, “false teachers” and “false brethren” enter the fellowship of the church undetected (2 Pe. 2:1; Ga. 2:4; Jude 4).  In his second epistle, the apostle Peter identified them describing their character (2:10-16).  In today’s lesson, we will explain the essential characteristics of these spots and blemishes.
Key Verse
“And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in the day time.  Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast with you” (2 Pe. 2:13).
Lesson Summary
When writing about the judgment of the unjust, particularly the false teachers, Peter generalized them in two ways: those who “walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness,” and “despise government” (2 Pe. 2:10).  These unjust ones “walk” (live) in the pollution of fleshly, carnal desires, yet they claim to walk in the light of Christ and presume to be teachers of the just.  In other words, their outward persona does not match their inward motives.  Jesus taught, “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Mt. 7:15).  These false prophets teach damnable heresies and promote practices contrary to sound doctrine, corrupting themselves and those who follow them (2 Pe. 2:1-2).  In verse 12, Peter likened these deceivers to “natural brute beasts” (see also Jude 10).  They are not led by the Spirit and wisdom of God; rather they live out of a base, carnal nature that drives them.  They are spiritually corrupt and have become brutish in their thinking.  Yet they continue to exert their influence in the fellowship of the church (2 Pe. 2:13).  More specifically, Peter charged them with adultery and greed (vv. 14-16).  We should remember the art of deception is subtlety; it is hidden from plain view, so that things really are not as they appear on the surface.  Peter emphasized the hidden motives and secret desires that drive their teachings and practices, using phrases like: “having eyes full of adultery,” “an heart they have exercised with covetous practices,” and “who loved the wages of unrighteousness” (vv. 14-15).  So whether or not they are caught in the act of adultery or in an immoral scandal, they are nevertheless caught up in the carnal desires of such wickedness.  Therefore, their doctrine and corresponding practices will not lead to a lifestyle of righteousness and holiness, but rather of uncleanness and iniquity, resulting in spiritual and eternal death (Ro. 6:18-23; 8:5-8).  Moreover, these unjust ones “despise government” and “speak evil of dignities.”  Peter described them as “presumptuous” and “self-willed” (2 Pe. 2:10; Jude 8).  They are rebellious and disrespectful of spiritual authority, particularly against the leadership of the church, and ultimately against the lordship of Jesus Christ.  When people are unwilling to submit to authority in the church, this indicates a major spiritual problem (He. 13:7, 17).  Government and order are God’s way.  But when people become presumptuous and self-willed in their thinking, they tend to disrespect and disregard the moral and spiritual authority of the church (Ro. 16:17-18).  Of course, this is a dangerous departure from the faith of Christ.  Often a critical attitude toward leadership is what makes people cynical and bitter concerning spiritual matters.  Therefore, opening the door to a presumptuous, self-willed attitude leads to spiritual defilement and pollution (Hebrews 12:15).  Even angels know better than to rail against spiritual authorities; yet these despisers ignorantly speak out against authority to their own spiritual demise (2 Pe. 2:11-12).
Scripture Study
Walking after the flesh – 2 Pe. 2:10, 13-16; Mt. 7:15; Ro. 6:18-23; 8:5-8
Despising government – 2 Pe. 2:10-12; Jude 8; He. 13:7, 17; Ro. 16:17-18; He. 12:15
Conclusion
A major deception is that Christians “cannot cease from sin” (consider 2 Pe. 2:14).  This error promotes tolerance among Christians in regard to sinning.  Accordingly, many preach and teach a misleading view of God’s grace (Jude 3).  Sinners, of course, walk after the flesh, but God’s grace enables believers to cease from sin and to live holy (1 Pe. 1:15; 1 Th. 5:23).  Jesus Christ has the authority to free us from the power and corruption of sin (Jn. 8:34-36).  Therefore, if church members rebel against the doctrine and government of the church, the faithful (spiritual) members have an obligation to discipline them (Ga. 6:1; 1 Co. 5:11-13).

