


Introduction

In the opening verses of Peter’s second epistle, the apostle established faith in Christ as the foundation of our relationship with God.  Faith in Christ is our spiritual baseline, and on this foundation our relationship with God is built.  Peter admonished the saints, saying, “Add to your faith.”  As we will see, adding requires diligence on our part.  
Key Verse

“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall” (2 Pe. 1:10).
Lesson Summary

Peter said, “Add to your faith” (2 Pe. 1:5).  What is the implication of “adding” to anything?  There is something more to be attained in Christ (consider also Ph. 3:12).  Of course, faith in Christ and his atoning work on the cross is the beginning and foundation of our relationship with God.  Although faith permeates this relationship at every level, there is so much more to our relationship with God than faith alone.  Admittedly, we attain nothing in Christ without faith; and the fact that we do attain many spiritual blessing by faith is the confirmation that there is so much more to knowing God than faith alone.  Many people see faith as the apex and height of their spirituality, rather than the basis.  They profess bold faith in Christ, yet their relationship with God has gone no further than a public profession of faith.  James exposed this error.  He explained that works of righteousness will surely accompany genuine faith in Christ, confirming that real faith cannot stand alone (Ja. 2:20-24).  Real faith in Christ will take us on a faith-journey of deepening relationship with God (e.g. Abraham, He. 11:8-19).  But this journey requires diligence on our part – it’s not an accident.  If we want a deeper relationship with God, then we must pursue it.  We have the responsibility to nurture and cultivate our relationship with God by adding to our faith.  Peter said, “Giving all diligence” (2 Pe. 1:5; see also v. 10).  So diligence is something we must do.  Why is our diligence needed?  Hebrews 11:6 says, “But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”  Coming to God requires our faith, but his reward requires our diligence.  Diligence is then essential to a growing relationship with God.  Through faith and diligence, Peter suggested untold depths of relationship with God, admonishing us to add these Christ-like attributes to our faith: virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brother kindness, and charity (2 Pe. 1:5-7).  Peter began with faith and ended with love.  Faith in Christ calls us to move forward in our relationship with God into the depths and heights of his great love.  Faith then is the beginning of our relationship with God, but love is the ultimate goal (Ep. 3:19; Mt. 22:37-40).  By faith, we explore and experience the vast dimensions of God’s love (Ep. 3:17-18).  The result of such diligence in our relationship with God is self-evident.  When all of these attributes are working abundantly in us, we lack nothing spiritually.  We have a faith that produces the fruit of Christ (i.e. the fruit of the Spirit, Ga. 5:22-23).  All of these attributes are the evidence of God’s abiding presence in our lives.  These attributes demonstrate his divine power working in us and his divine nature dwelling in us (2 Pe. 1:3-4).  Alternately, when these attributes are missing in a professing Christian, this indicates backsliding.  He has lost his spiritual vision and direction.  He has forgotten all that God did for him (v. 9).  It has been said, “Those who do not learn from their past are bound to repeat it.”  If a man loses sight of where he came from – “forgetting that he was purged from his old sins” – he will surely resort to his old, sinful ways.  Peter’s point is clear.  We avoid backsliding by adding to our faith – growing in grace (3:18) – and by attaining all we can attain in our walk with God.  Adding to our faith requires diligence.  By diligence, we secure our relationship with the Lord (1:10).  
Scripture Study

Add to your faith – 2 Pe. 1:5-7; Ph. 3:12; Ja. 2:20-24; He. 11:8-19
Give diligence – 2 Pe. 1:5, 8-10; He. 11:6; Ep. 3:17-19; Mt. 22:37-40
Conclusion

Our relationship with God is two-sided:  He relates to us, but we also relate to God.  He has graciously saved us and called us to follow him.  In our relationship, we can be sure of God’s faithfulness.  Nevertheless, we bear the responsibility of establishing our calling and election in Christ through diligently adding to our faith.  Through such diligence on our part, we will secure our salvation and will never fall.
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