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“Don’t Forget”




Main Point
By focusing on our relationship with Christ through studying the Scriptures, we keep our spiritual mind alert and thereby defend ourselves against spiritual lethargy and backsliding.
Introduction
In his second epistle, the apostle Peter had spiritual growth and formation in mind.  He wrote about “adding” to our faith, and he upheld a faith that cannot be shaken because it is so established (2 Pe. 1:5-10).  As Peter explained, the key to spiritual victory is our diligence.  In today’s lesson, we will see that “remembrance” is an important part of being diligent unto the coming of the Lord.
Key Verse
“Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance” (2 Pe. 1:13).
Lesson Summary
Relationship with Christ calls us to advance and develop in it (Ph. 3:12).  Until the Lord takes us home, we should never stop growing spiritually.  Jesus told Peter, “Follow me” (Mt. 4:19; Jn. 21:19, 22).  To follow means moving forward after the pattern.  As a servant and an apostle of Christ, Peter likewise taught us to follow the Lord’s example and footsteps (1 Pe. 2:21).  Following Christ is not fixed and stationary, but it’s a dynamic, growing, life-changing, and formative relationship.  As long as our spiritual motion is moving forward and upward in the love of Christ, we will do well spiritually.  We can be assured of a place in his everlasting kingdom (2 Pe. 1:10-11).  By following Jesus and pursuing him, we will arrive where he is seated – at the right hand of the Father (Col. 3:1-2; Jn. 14:3; 1 Th. 4:17).  Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I now them, and they follow me” (Jn. 10:27).  Nevertheless, Peter warned against backsliding or turning back (2 Pe. 2:20).  It is possible for someone to “forget that he was purged from his old sins” (1:9).  For this reason, Peter emphasized the need to remember the truth (vv. 12-15).  Naturally speaking, many people suffer from various causes of memory loss: dementia, brain injury, stroke, emotional trauma, and so on.  They can no longer recall people, events, and experiences that have shaped their lives.  In many ways, the loss of memory inhibits their ability to function normally and to relate to others.  Fortunately, not all memory loss is permanent – it can be regained through therapy and medical treatment.  Moreover, the Lord is our healer (1 Pe. 2:24; Is. 53:5).  Similarly, Peter’s teaching suggests that we can have “spiritual memory loss” through neglecting our discipleship (2 Pe. 1:5, 10).  Satan desires nothing more than to destroy the faith of a child of God (1 Pe. 5:8).  Sin is destructive and deceptive, but Satan promotes sin as a positive, self-fulfilling experience (Ga. 6:7-8; Ge. 3:4-5).  The spirit of this world gives us no support and encouragement in the faith; it actually works to undermine and destroy our faith in Christ (1 Jn. 2:15-17; Ep. 2:2).  We must remain alert!  Remembering the truth is one of the primary ways we remain on guard against the enemy and the wicked influences of this world.  God wants us to remember our deliverance from sin and its bondage; but Satan wants us to forget it.  After God miraculously delivered the Hebrews from Egypt, they actually desired to return.  As soon as they escaped from Egyptian bondage – when the first trouble came along – the people immediately forgot the horror and misery of slavery, and longed to return to Egypt (Nu. 14:1-4).  Clearly, remembrance is essential to keeping the faith.  If we fail to discipline and consecrate ourselves in our relationship with Christ, we will eventually lose sight of the past from which God has delivered us, and also the future heavenly hope that awaits us (2 Pe. 1:9, 11).  Remembering where we came from and where we are going gives us our spiritual perspective.  By keeping the truths of God’s Word in the forefront of our mind and heart, we maintain the righteous perspective needed for resisting the enemy (Ps. 119:11; 1 Pe. 5:9; 1 Ti. 4:13-16).  

Scripture Study
Following Christ – Ph. 3:12; Mt. 4:19; Jn. 21:19, 22; 1 Pe. 2:21; 2 Pe. 1:10-11; Col. 3:1-2; Jn. 14:3; 1 Th. 4:17; Jn. 10:27
Remembering the truth – 2 Pe. 1:9, 12-15; 2:20; 1 Ti. 4:13-16
Resisting the enemy – 1 Pe. 5:8-9; Ge. 3:4-5; Ep. 2:2; 1 Jn. 2:15-17; Ps. 119:11
Conclusion
Peter understood his responsibility for stirring up the remembrance of the saints (2 Pe. 1:12-15).  This is an important part of leadership in the church.  As the leaders and ministers of the church keep the members focused on the truths of God’s Word, we can be confident of the church’s readiness for the Lord’s coming (Ep. 5:26-27).

