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Introduction
Jesus promised that signs will follow believers (Mk. 16:17-18).  The Spirit works through believers, and he works, at times, in miraculous and powerful ways (Lu. 24:49; Ac. 1:8).  Nevertheless, we do not follow after signs – spiritual manifestations and supernatural wonders – but we follow the Word of God which these signs and wonders confirm (Mk. 16:20).  In today’s lesson, we will consider the Holy Scriptures and their primary importance to our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Key Verse
“We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts” (2 Pe. 1:19).

Lesson Summary
The apostles knew Jesus firsthand: they walked with him, talked with him, heard his teachings, and saw his miracles.  Their personal experiences, like the transfiguration, confirmed that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Son of God (2 Pe. 1:17-18; Mk. 9:2-7; 1 Jn. 1:1-4).  However, the multitudes to which they preached did not have this same firsthand experience of Jesus.  Likewise, we today are not eyewitnesses of his earthly life and ministry.  Therefore, our revelation of Jesus Christ must rest in something greater than our own personal experiences.  In fact, Peter was emphasizing this very point in his second epistle.  While personal experience is essential to our relationship with God, ultimately our faith must be rooted in something deeper than our own experiences.  In 2 Peter 1:19-21, the apostle explained two interconnected sources of divine revelation:  the Holy Scriptures and the Holy Spirit.  In Matthew 16:13-20, when Jesus asked, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am,” Peter declared, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  He did not receive this understanding through man’s wisdom, but God revealed this truth to him by his Spirit (v. 17; 1 Co. 2:10-14).  Peter understood that Jesus was the Christ by nothing less than a divine revelation.  This revelation of Jesus Christ is the very foundation of God’s church (3:11; Mt. 16:18; Ep. 2:19-22).  But what was the basis for Peter’s revelation?  He wrote: “We have also a more sure word of prophecy” (2 Pe. 1:19).  Likewise, how do we know today that Jesus is the Christ?  He is the one who fulfills the prophecies of the Scriptures (v. 20; e.g. Mt. 1:22-23; 2:4-6, 14-15, 17-18, 22-23; 4:12-16; 8:16-17; 12:14-21).  He fulfilled and will continue to fulfill the things which are written about him in the Old and New Testament Scriptures (Jn. 5:39; Mt. 24:35).  No doubt, Peter’s eyewitness of the transfiguration was itself an overwhelmingly powerful witness that Jesus was the Son of God.  Nevertheless, we are not building our faith on Peter’s wonderful experiences alone, but rather on the eternal Word of God and the authority of the Holy Scriptures.  Like the other apostles, Peter’s eyewitness experience of Jesus Christ only served to confirm the prophecy (i.e. the claims) of the Holy Scriptures.  His experience was like adding another layer of understanding to the revelation of Christ.  Peter therefore took his eyewitness to a deeper, more meaningful level – beyond the limits of his own spiritual experience – and interpreted his experience by the context of the written Word:  “We have also a more sure word of prophecy” (2 Pe. 1:19).  Thus, everything he saw and heard concerning Jesus Christ fulfilled and confirmed the things God had already spoken by the holy prophets (v. 21; Ac. 3:21; He. 1:1-2).  Today, every true believer experiences Jesus Christ in a personal way, but his individual experience must reconcile and agree with the Holy Scriptures.  Believers may have different kinds of spiritual experiences (e.g. spiritual gifts, dreams, visions, callings, and ministries) – and these should be encouraged – but regardless of personal experiences, the revelation of Jesus in God’s written Word is the ultimate confirmation that settles who he is.  We cannot make Jesus out to be who we desire or will him to be, but a divine understanding of Jesus Christ is based on the Holy Scriptures as revealed by the Holy Spirit abiding in us (Jn. 16:13-15; 17:17).  On this note, we then can see how the Spirit and Word must agree.  Peter explained that the Scriptures were inspired by the Holy Ghost, and not by man – “holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pe. 1:20-21; see also 2 Ti. 3:15-16).  The Holy Spirit inspired the Scriptures; he is the one who spoke the Word to and through the prophets.  He then will not contradict the Word of God when he works in and through believers today (1 Jn. 5:7).

Scripture Study
The Word is revealed by the Spirit – Mt. 16:13-20; 1 Co. 2:10-14; Jn. 16:13-15; 2 Pe. 1:21; 2 Ti. 3:16
The Word is the foundation of our faith – 2 Pe. 1:19-20; 1 Co. 3:11; Ep. 2:19-22; Jn. 5:39; Mt. 24:35; Ac. 3:21; He. 1:1-2

Conclusion
Peter desired for the saints to have confidence in Jesus: that he is indeed the Christ, the Son of God.  He wanted the church to see Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of God’s historic plan of salvation.  Although we may not have a mountain top experience like Peter’s, our revelation of Christ is nevertheless founded upon the same Holy Scriptures and inspired by the same Holy Ghost
