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Main Point
Our faith in Jesus Christ is affirmed by the eyewitness accounts of the apostles whose testimony is recorded in the pages of the New Testament.
Introduction
The Lord had already shown Peter that soon he would die (2 Pe. 1:14).  Formally, this epistle was Peter’s final address to the saints.  But even more, it was God’s final words to the church through Peter.  Peter’s desire (and the Lord’s) was to leave them with truth they would never forget.  The apostle wanted to establish the church in the faith long after he was gone.  In today’s lesson, Peter gave the church his eyewitness.  
Key Verse
“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Pe. 1:16).
Lesson Summary
In every society, children grow up hearing tales about real people.  Some of the stories are true, but some are merely legends – fictional stories that embellish the characteristics of the person making him bigger than life.  For example, Davy Crockett was a real person from East Tennessee who was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives.  He was dubbed “king of the wild frontier,” but the story of his life was stretched into mythical tales and was then popularized by books, plays, and movies.  However, when Peter wrote his epistle, he was explaining that this is not the case concerning the life of Jesus Christ (2 Pe. 1:16): the apostolic leadership of the church did not follow after fables (i.e. myths, legends, made-up stories).  They did not preach the message of Christ based on fictitious stories being circulated in and around the church.  Peter was asserting that they did not suffer persecution and even martyrdom for a fable (Ac. 12:1-4; Jn. 21:18-19).  However, the apostle Paul said the last days would be a time of great deception, and he warned that people would actually turn from the truth to follow fables (2 Ti. 3:1, 13; 4:3-4).  Like Paul, Peter also wrote to confirm the saints in the Truth, knowing that deception and deceivers were imminent after his death (2 Pe. 1:12, 14; 2:1-2).  How did Peter know the validity of his claims concerning Jesus?  He was an eyewitness!  The apostles declared and wrote the things that they witnessed with their own eyes and heard with their own ears (2 Pe. 1:16-18; Mt. 17:1-9; Mk. 9:1-9; Lu. 9:27-36).  In 2 Peter 1:16, the word “eyewitnesses” has the idea of being up-close observers (i.e. people who can definitely confirm their claims firsthand).  The twelve apostles saw, heard, and touched Jesus physically (1 Jn. 1:1-4).  After Jesus’ resurrection, Thomas declared, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe” (Jn. 20:25).  Being an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry and resurrection was essential to the apostleship of the twelve disciples (Ac. 1:15-26).  As an actual eyewitness, Peter wrote to declare that Jesus was indeed the Christ, the Son of God (2 Pe. 1:17).  When Peter saw the glory of Jesus’ transfiguration, he was stunned with fear and spoke out of turn because he did not know what to say (Mk. 9:5-6).  In response to Peter’s mistake, the Father gave honor and glory to Jesus by a voice from heaven confirming that Jesus was indeed the Son of God (Mk. 9:7-8; 2 Pe. 1:17-18).  An audible voice – the voice of God – was heard by Peter, which said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mt. 17:5).  In 2 Peter 1:18, the apostle said, “And this voice . . . we heard.”   Not only did Peter hear the voice, but also James and John were equally authoritative witnesses of this supernatural wonder (Mt. 17:1, 6).  Their collective eyewitness corroborated each other’s individual experience and testimony.  Each one saw; each one heard; and together they declared that Jesus is the Son of God.
Scripture Study
Jesus is not a fable – 2 Pe. 1:12, 14, 16; 2:1-2; Ac. 12:1-4; Jn. 21:18-19
Peter’s eyewitness – 2 Pe. 1:16-18; Mt. 17:1-9; Mk. 9:1-9; Lu. 9:27-36; Ac. 1:15-26
Jesus is the Son of God – 2 Pe. 1:17-18; Mk. 9:5-8; Mt. 17:1, 5-6
Conclusion
The transfiguration of Christ must have been an almost unbelievable experience, much like Peter’s miraculous escape from prison (Acts 12:5-11).  We should note, however, that Peter’s revelation of the Christ was not based on the transfiguration, but rather was confirmed by it, for he had already declared that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God prior to this experience (Mt. 16:15-16; Mk. 8:29; Lu. 9:20).  In next week’s lesson, we will consider the ultimate foundation and source of Peter’s divine revelation.

