Faith-N-Focus  :  E-quip Your Faith
                Adult Bible Studies                “The Second Epistle”

Epistles of Peter
Student Guide
March 10, 2024





Zion Assembly Church of God  –  Sunday School Services
Writer: Todd D. McDonald
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Main Point
The Lord’s coming and judgment is delayed because God is longsuffering and merciful to sinners.

Introduction
We live in a sinful, wicked world, much like the conditions of Noah’s day.  “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Ge. 6:5).  No doubt, if not for the mercies of God, he would bring immediate judgment upon this world.  But the Lord’s coming judgment is delayed because God is longsuffering and merciful to sinners.  “The day of the Lord” is surely coming; but for now, we are living in “the day of salvation” (2 Co. 6:2; Is. 49:8).

Key Verse
“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pe. 3:9).

Lesson Summary
The coming of the Lord and his judgment was the message of the prophet Enoch at the beginning of human history: “And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him” (Jude 14-15).  From the beginning, Enoch saw the day of the Lord at the end (Mt. 24:14; 28:20).  Peter explained that scoffers will mock in the last days, saying: “Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 Pe. 3:4; see Jude 16-18).  What would happen if the coming of the Lord was today?  Billions of souls, including the scoffers, would be unprepared and eternally lost.  Fortunately, the Lord’s coming and judgment will be in God’s own time (Mt. 24:36).  Peter wrote, “But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2 Pe. 3:8).  The apostle established the doctrine of the Lord’s coming on the basis of God’s unique timetable: one day is like 1000 years; and 1000 years is like one day. Fallen mankind scoffs because he does not understand time from God’s eternal perspective (Ps. 103:14-17; 93:2).  To rightly understand the Lord’s coming and judgment, we must first understand that God’s timetable is completely different from our own.  His perspective of time and of human events is infinitely more expansive than our own limited point-of-view (Is. 46:9-10).  Peter’s explanation of God’s time clarifies why the Lord is not negligent in regard to his delayed coming.  Moreover, the Lord’s coming is delayed because God is longsuffering and merciful to sinners.  He does not want people to perish, but rather to repent of their sins and be saved (2 Pe. 3:9).  Therefore, when the wicked scoff because Jesus has not already come, they actually are scoffing at God’s saving grace.  Every day that the Lord’s coming is delayed affords another opportunity for people to repent and escape God’s wrath (Ep. 5:6; Col 3:6; Ro. 2:4-5).  Therefore, based on Peter’s explanation of God’s time, some may think the Lord is taking forever to come, that is, from the human perspective; but from God’s eternal, longsuffering perspective, the Lord’s crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension was only a couple of days ago.  Peter wrote of Christ’s coming, the day of the Lord, the day of God’s judgment, and the destruction of the heavens and the earth (i.e. the new heavens and the new earth) somewhat concurrently (see 2 Pe. 3:4, 7, 10).  Of course, Peter was not writing to give us a timeline of end-time events, but rather he wrote to warn and ready us for the coming of the Lord.  Jesus will come like a thief in the night (1 Th. 5:2; 2 Pe. 3:10; Mt. 24:42-44).  At his coming, the rapture of the church will usher in a new day for the children of God – a great millennial day (1 Th. 4:16-17; Re. 20:6).  Thus, as Peter explained, the day of the Lord is not a single 24-hour day, but it encompasses 1000 years of Christ’s earthly rule and reign to be followed by the new heavens and the new earth (Re. 21:1).

Scripture Study
The Lord’s coming – 2 Pe. 3:4; Jude 14-18; Mt. 24:14, 36; 28:20
God’s perspective – 2 Pe. 3:8-9; Ps. 103:14-17; 93:2; Is. 46:9-10
The day of the Lord – 2 Pe. 3:10; 1 Th. 5:2; Mt. 24:42-44; 1 Th. 4:16-17; Re. 20:6

Conclusion
We eagerly expect Christ’s coming.  For the righteous, his coming promises glory and victory.  For sinners, the day of the Lord will bring great tribulation.  Moreover, Christ will judge the ungodly, and he will ultimately destroy this present world.  The day of the Lord is surely coming; but for now, we are living in the day of salvation (2 Co. 6:2; Is. 49:8).  Therefore, let us be diligent to proclaim the blessings of salvation to a lost and dying world.
