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\“Steadfastness”


Main Point
The church will fulfill her missionary purpose through remaining steadfast in the faith to the finish.

Introduction
Each year that passes without the coming of the Lord has afforded us another year of opportunity to win lost souls to Christ.  Although we are saved, how many people in our communities would eternally perish if Jesus came this very second?  Peter explained that Christ’s so-called “slackness” in coming again is nothing other than God’s longsuffering disposition toward humanity.  Christ is most assuredly coming again in God’s own time.  But until that day and hour, we should remain steadfast in the faith and win as many lost souls to Jesus as possible.  In today’s lesson, we will focus on fulfilling our missionary purpose in the world.

Key Verse
“Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness” (2 Pe. 3:17).

Lesson Summary
What was Peter’s rationale in explaining the delayed coming of the Lord?  He first wrote that the Lord is longsuffering (2 Pe. 3:9).  Then he said, “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation” (v. 15).  Until the Lord comes, we, the church, have a missionary purpose that centers on reaching billions of lost souls with the gospel of salvation (Mk. 16:15-16).  It’s an enormous, incredible task.  Our mission is so extensive it encompasses “all the world,” yet our mission is so specific it targets “every creature” (v. 15).  Since we will never know the time of Christ’s coming, but only the signs, exactly when he will come is somewhat irrelevant for the saints (13:32-37).  The timing of Christ’s coming should not trouble us, as long as we are watching and praying until he comes.  What should truly concern us is fulfilling our mission in the world because souls in spiritual darkness depend on us to reveal the light of Christ’s salvation (Jn. 12:46; Mt. 5:14).  We should remember that the mission of the church was initially given to a small Jewish sect under the leadership of twelve apostles (Mt. 9:37-10:8).  During Jesus’ earthly ministry, the seeds of evangelism were planted in Galilee, Judea, Samaria, and beyond.  But the prospect of a fledgling band of believers going into the whole world with the gospel was huge.  Nevertheless, the New Testament saints “went every where preaching the word” and “turned the world upside down” (Ac. 8:4; 17:6).  Of course, they did this through the anointing and power of the Spirit (1:8).  Today, if we look at the big picture, it might seem impossible to finish what we are commissioned to do.  Where do we start?  The key to fulfilling our mission begins with obedience: going and preaching (Mk. 16:15).   To finish any job, we must simply start somewhere – anywhere and everywhere the Lord opens a door.  Jesus has commissioned us to finish what he began.  Knowing that our mission was/is Christ’s mission first and foremost, we then can be fully confident that as we commit ourselves to his mission and work diligently, the Lord will work in and through us by his Spirit to fulfill his mission (vv. 19-20).  Our mission is challenging, but we have an equally effective message.  The gospel we preach is powerful, yet simple (1 Co. 2:1-5).  Nevertheless, the truths of God’s Word are sometimes deep and mysterious (v. 10).  In fact, some truths are hard to understand and keep us seeking, praying, and searching the Scriptures in order to be effective.  As we move forward to fulfill our mission proclaiming the gospel in the world, we will contend with those who wrest (i.e. twist, pervert) the Scriptures, bringing destruction upon themselves and those who believe their erroneous doctrines (2 Pe. 3:16-17; 2:1-2).  As Paul explained, in the face of such opposition, we must be established in the truths of the Scriptures (2 Ti. 2:14-18).  We must remain steadfast in the faith, growing in God’s grace and in the knowledge of Christ, in order fulfill our missionary purpose (2 Pe. 3:18).

Scripture Study
Our mission – 2 Pe. 3:9, 15; Mk. 16:15-20; Jn. 12:46; Mt. 5:14; Ac. 1:8; 8:4; 17:6
Our effectiveness – 1 Co. 2:1-5, 10; 2 Pe. 3:16-18; 2 Ti. 2:14-18

Conclusion
Peter closed his epistle with two possible outcomes for us: we will continue to grow in the Lord, or we will fall from our steadfastness.  How important is our spiritual growth?  Our salvation depends on it.  As an old gospel song says, “Child, you either grow closer, or farther away.”  The success of our mission will likewise depend on our spiritual growth.  According to the Scriptures, the church will surely finish what God has destined her to accomplish, namely, taking the gospel to the ends of the earth and becoming a glorious church.  God’s church cannot be stopped.  The church will grow and reach her appointed destination.  Our job as individual members is to be steadfast and faithful to the finish.
