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\“Believe God’s Word”


Main Point
We must resist the opposition of the enemy through faith in God’s Word.

Introduction
The apostle Peter wanted the saints to keep a right attitude in the face of suffering and opposition.  He encouraged them to think about their circumstances from the perspective of God’s Word (2 Pe. 3:1-2).  In difficult times, the enemy will surely challenge our thinking and tempt us to question God’s faithfulness.  But we must keep our heart and mind firmly established in Christ by focusing on the teachings and promises of the Holy Scriptures (v. 2).  In today’s lesson, Peter admonished the saints to believe the Word of God.

Key Verse
“That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour” (2 Pe. 3:2).

Lesson Summary
The world is filled with diverse messages: there are many religions and philosophies, and all of them have something to say.  If we allow the “words” and “commandments” of this world to dictate our thinking, we will adopt a spiritually-confused and corrupt mindset.  In 2 Peter 3:1-7, the apostle delineated two major lines of thought: the world is speaking; but God is also speaking.  Of course, the spirit of antichrist is speaking through the world, but Christ and his Spirit are speaking through the church (1 Jn. 4:1-6).  The message of God’s church focuses on being ready for the coming of the Lord.  Jesus said, “I come quickly” (Re. 22:7, 12, 20; see also 1 Th. 5:1-9).  He warned, “Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come . . . Therefore be ye also ready for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (Mt. 24:42-44).  Moreover, Jesus taught the parable of the wise and foolish virgins: the wise were ready for the bridegroom at his coming, but the foolish were not prepared when he came (25:1-12).  Jesus concluded the parable by saying, “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh” (v. 13).  The church is “getting ready to leave this world.”  But scoffers in the last days will say, “Where is the promise of his coming?” (2 Pe. 3:4).  This worldly mindset rejects Christ and refuses the authority of the Holy Scriptures in order to follow after its own sinful desires (v. 3; 2 Pe. 1:4; 2:10, 14, 18).  Accordingly, worldly-minded people deny God’s historical acts and judgments recorded in the Bible, for example, God’s judgment in the days of Noah (2 Pe. 3:5-6; Ge. 6:17-22; 7:11-12, 17-24; Mt. 24:35-39; Lu. 17:26-27).  Peter labeled this worldly mindset as “willingly ignorant” in a time when the gospel will permeate the nations (2 Pe. 3:5; Mk. 16:15; Mt. 24:14).  Hence, people will choose to remain in spiritual darkness to their own destruction.  Jesus said, “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (Jn. 3:19).  Peter thus admonished the saints to believe the Word of God over against the rising deception in the last days.  Christ’s coming will bring salvation to the faithful; but his coming will also bring certain judgment against false teachers, spots and blemishes, those who cannot stop sinning, and scoffers, to name a few (2 Pe. 2:1, 13-14; 3:3).  Moreover, God’s coming judgment against this world will not feature another great flood upon the earth, but rather he will judge this present world by fire (3:7; Ge. 9:8-17; Lu. 17:28-30).  The same Word of God that created the world has the power and authority to bring judgment against it (Jn. 1:1-3; Ep. 3:9; Mt. 28:18; Jn. 5:27).  Fortunately, God’s judgment is reserved (postponed) until the end; it is held back for the present time (Mt. 24:36; Ac. 1:7).  Until then, the church has a great responsibility and opportunity to declare the truth of Christ’s coming and judgment.  We need to be ready, and we need to awaken and make ready as many souls as possible.

Scripture Study
The Lord is coming – 2 Pe. 3:1-4; Re. 22:7, 12, 20; 1 Th. 5:1-9; Mt. 24:42-44; 25:1-13
Judgment is coming – 2 Pe. 3:5-7; Ge. 6:17-22; 7:11-12, 17-24; Mt. 24:35-39; Lu. 17:26-30; Jn. 3:19; 5:27

Conclusion
Jesus Christ (the Word of God; our Creator) plainly declared that he will come again to receive us to himself (Jn. 14:3).  “And so shall we ever be with the Lord” (1 Th. 4:17).  But as Peter indicated, Christ’s coming will also bring God’s judgment upon this ungodly world (2 Pe. 2:9; 3:7).  The only one who stands between the world and its judgment is Jesus.  He is the Word who is holding everything together until the Father’s appointed time (He. 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-17).  Scoffers and deceivers will surely arise in the last days, but we must resist their opposition by placing our faith in God’s Word. 

