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\“Living Holy and Godly”


Main Point
We must live holy and godly in this present wicked world because Christ is coming for a holy people set apart to God.

Introduction
What was Peter’s purpose in writing about the coming of the Lord?  He was not giving us a chronological timeline of the last days.  Instead, Peter gave us a clear warning.  This world as we know it will one day pass away – it will be no more – for it will come under the judgment of God (2 Pe. 3:10).  Peter’s point was readiness.  We must be prepared when Jesus comes or calls.  This is the message of the Scriptures because the Lord does not want anyone to perish (v. 9).

Key Verse
“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pe. 3:14).

Lesson Summary
Jesus taught, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away” (Mt. 24:35).  Based on Christ’s teaching in 2 Peter 3:11-12, the apostle posed a question to provoke the saints: “What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness?”  Holiness is God’s standard for his church, here and now, as we prepare for Christ’s coming (Tit. 2:12-13).  We are not holy merely because the church endorses the truth, but rather holiness is a life of obedience to God that stems from a sanctified heart – a heart set apart to God (1 Pe. 1:14-16).  After all, what good are right beliefs in the church without right practices among the members of the church?  Knowing the coming judgment of God upon this world – “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved” – we should make no room in our lives for sinful flesh (Ro. 13:14).  Where does this leave professing Christians who claim salvation yet find their fulfillment in the things of this world? Surely they should follow wholeheartedly the way of Christ.  Peter leaves no room for those who straddle both sides of the fence.  He does not blur the line between the church and the world.  The church will be saved, but this world will surely perish.  There simply is no in-between.  The first part of Peter’s question, “what manner of persons ought ye to be,” speaks to our lifestyle; and the second part relates to our perspective: “Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God” (2 Pe. 3:12).  Each day, when we awake and go about our responsibilities, what should be our predominant focus in life?  As Christians, we should live in the earnest expectation of Christ’s coming.  Both of these aspects of our faith – the obligation to be holy and the expectation of Christ’s coming – will change our priorities and the way we live.  Peter wrote of the coming destruction of this present heaven and earth to emphasize that we must be a holy people: “Wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat” (v. 12; v. 10).  Although God will judge sinners and destroy this present world, the saints of God look for the promise of new heavens and a new earth.  The clear difference between this present world and the world to come is indwelling righteousness (v. 13).  Whereas the present world contains every kind of imaginable sin and wickedness, the future world – the new world – will only contain righteousness (Re. 21:1, 8, 27).  For this reason, Peter admonished the church, the beloved, saying:  “Seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pe. 3:14).  An important key in being ready for the coming of the Lord is looking: 1) “looking for and hasting unto the coming . . .” (v. 12); 2) “look for new heavens and a new earth” (v. 13); and 3) “seeing that ye look for such things” (v. 14).  Why is looking for Christ’s coming so important?  Forgetful Christians – those who lose their heavenly, spiritual focus (Col. 3:1-5) – become worldly-minded and sinful.  As Jesus taught, if we are not looking for him when he comes, then we will be caught unaware and condemned with the wicked (Luke 21:33-36).  

Scripture Study
Living holy in this present world – 2 Pe. 3:11-12; Tit. 2:12-13; 1 Pe. 1:14-16; Ro. 13:14
Looking for the world to come – 2 Pe. 3:12-14; Re. 21:1, 8, 27; Col. 3:1-5; Lu. 21:33-36

Conclusion
Peter’s admonition to be ready for Christ’s coming centers on “diligence” – “Be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless” (2 Pe. 3:14).  This admonition takes us back to 2 Peter 1:10 – “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”  Let us, therefore, be diligent to live holy and godly in this present wicked world because Christ is coming for a holy people set apart to him alone.

