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	Ideas to Illuminate:


Inside the Whale:  Hang pieces of green crepe paper or yarn along the front edge of a table to create the belly of the whale. After you tell the Bible story, invite the children to sit underneath the table as you discuss the questions below.  You may also open a can of sardines for the children to smell.


Where is Jonah?  Cut a piece of paper into the shape of a whale for each child.  Have each student to draw what it would be like inside of a fish’s stomach.  They should also draw Jonah as he was praying to God.  


   Questions for Class Discussion:


What did it look like in the belly of the whale?


How did it smell?


What did it feel like?


What was Jonah thinking while he was in the fish’s belly?


What did Jonah do while he was inside the whale?











Teacher Preparation


Readings:  Jonah 1:1 - 2:9; John 3:16





Lesson Objective:  The student will learn that salvation comes from the Lord.





Materials:  Bible, paper, scissors, colored markers, green crepe paper or yarn, can of sardines. 





Memory Verse: “. . . Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9b).





Lesson Summary


When Jonah tried to run away, God sent a great storm on the sea.  The sailors tried to row against the storm but it was too strong.  Something had to be done.  The crew cast lots to see who caused the storm.  The lot fell on Jonah.  After Jonah confessed of his guilt, the men threw him overboard into the sea.  But God had a plan for saving Jonah from the raging waters.  God sent a huge fish up from the deep to swallow Jonah in one big gulp.  Inside the fish’s stomach, Jonah was safe.  Even though the conditions inside the whale were nothing like a nice hotel, Jonah had time to think about his actions, to talk with God, to repent, and to praise God for saving him.  Just as Jonah knew that the storm was no accident, he also knew that whales don’t usually swallow men whole.  This was all God’s plan for turning Jonah around so he could see things God’s way.  Now, Jonah realized that God is merciful and that “salvation is of the Lord.” 
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