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Lesson Summary


God spoke to Jonah and told him to go to Nineveh.  Since Nineveh was a very bad city, Jonah did not want to go there, not even for a visit.  But God was asking Jonah to go and preach to the people of the city about the terrible way they were living.  Instead of doing what God asked, Jonah decided to disobey God and go his own way.  Jonah went down to Joppa where he could get on a ship headed to Tarshish.  Jonah paid the fee and purchased a ticket to go to Tarshish which was the opposite direction of Nineveh.  As the ship set sail, the Lord sent a violent storm on the sea.  The ship began rocking back and forth and was about to break.  The sailors were terrified and began to pray to their gods.  They threw the food and supplies into the water to lighten the load.  What was Jonah doing?  He was in the lower level of the ship sound asleep.  The sailors woke him up and asked him to pray to his god.  Jonah explained to the crew that he worshipped the God who created the sea and land.  The men were very scared when they realized Jonah was running away “from the presence of the Lord” (Jonah 1:3).  Jonah knew he had disobeyed God’s commands and this storm was his own fault.  If Jonah had not disobeyed God, none of this would have happened. 











Theme: Bible Heroes


Lesson:  “Jonah Disobeys God”


Lesson Text: Jonah 1:1-10  
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       Ideas to Illuminate:


    Travel Journal:  Sailors often kept a journal in which they described their voyages and the weather.  Make a travel log.  Staple, glue, or tie several pieces of paper together to make a booklet.  Allow students to write about the trip to Tarshish from Jonah’s perspective.  Decorate the cover with colored markers.  Use this journal throughout the entire study of Jonah to record personal reflections on each lesson.


Questions for Class Discussion:


Why didn’t Jonah want to go to Nineveh?


What did Jonah decide to do?


What happened when Jonah got on the ship going to Tarshish?


Was Jonah afraid?  


Do you think there would have been a storm if Jonah had gone straight to Nineveh like God asked him to?














Teacher Preparation


Readings:  Jonah 1:1-17; John 14:15





Lesson Objective:  The student will learn why we should obey God.





Materials:  Bible, paper, colored markers, stapler, glue, or yarn  





Memory Verse:  “If you love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).
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