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Teacher Preparation


Readings:  Jonah 4:1-11; John 13:34-35; 2 Peter 3:9





Lesson Objective:  The student will learn why we should love others. 





Materials:  Bible, travel journals, colored markers, pencils, small Styrofoam cups, dirt, flower or vegetable seeds, water 





Memory Verse:  “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35).





Theme: Bible Heroes


Lesson:  “Jonah Learns to Love”


Lesson Text: Jonah 4:1-11 


March 3, 2024





Lesson Summary


Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh and the entire city repented.  What a great revival!  Jonah should have been happy, but instead he went out to watch what would happen to Nineveh.  He waited to see how God would destroy them. God saw that the people were truly sorry for their wicked ways so He had compassion on them and did not destroy their city.  Jonah became angry.  He felt betrayed.  He preached that the city would be destroyed but God forgave them instead.  While Jonah sat and pouted, God caused a vine to grow up over his head to shade him from the sun.  Jonah felt some relief under the cool shade.  Then a little worm crawled out and ate a hole through the plant causing it to shrivel and die.  Jonah became angry again.  What was God doing?  The Lord looked down at Jonah and said, “. . . Thou hast had pity on the gourd. . . And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand (120,000) persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand. . .” (Jonah 4:10-11).  If Jonah felt sorry for a plant which died, how much worse would God feel for one hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know right from wrong (2 Peter 3:9)?  If God loves everyone and wants them to repent and be forgiven, shouldn’t we love them too?   











       Ideas to Illuminate:


    	Travel Journal:  Complete the travel journal from Jonah’s perspective describing the plant, the worm, and the city of Nineveh.  


	Seeds of Love:  Give each child a few flower or vegetable seeds to plant in a Styrofoam cup of dirt.  On the cup, write: “Let Love Grow.”  As the students tend the growing plant, they will be reminded of Jonah and the vine.


Questions for Class Discussion:


What happened when Jonah preached to Nineveh?


Was Jonah happy about what happened?


What did Jonah seem to care most about?


What does God care about?


What does God want us to care about? 
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